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IrHE AMERICAN'S CREED,
in the United States of America as a govern

t people, by the people, for the people, whose
are derived from the consent of the governed;
y in a republic, a sovereign Nation of many
totes; a perfect Union. one and inseparable,
upon those principles of freedom, equality, jusrmanityfor which American patriots sacrificed
nd fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duly
try to love it; to support its Constitution; lo
<s; to respect its flag; and to defend it against

' A REAPER ON THE FLAG.
derrick is the symbol of enterprise and of the
ph of man over nature the world over, but no
an honestly say that they are things of beauty,
not surprise us in the least that some of thz
the Chamber of Commerce were a bit doubtful
ae which stands out so prominently in the prizi
a Fairmont .nunicipal Hag which the chamber
its meeting Monday evening,

r -Fairmont never was either an oil or gas city,
Hre fact that -both dements are plentiful within
the county. We heartily agr-., therefore, thai
g design is officially adopted by the city govnethingelse should be put in the corner now
the derrick. A manufacturing plant, the csnmboiof. industry, has been suggested, but we
m recommend something which is superior to
ich, if the idea is properly worked o: will give
city flag which no other municipality in the

of the designs that were submitted m the
Eg&§lRp£ contest aa effort was made to link the present city up
gi'ir with the pioneer days. Old mills and log cabins were used,

instance. Yet no one thought to make use of the bigjjirthistorical event that ever took place here.the conj|l-'^istiuefcon of the first power reaper the world ever saw. That
.place.* number of years before the Civil war in a

little machine shop and wage:: works located in what ./as

-'" Tbfc world would hava starved to death long ago if some
ftfe"", one somewhere had not invented that machine. It may be

! contended that it was merely the result of evolution and
bound to come whc.i the need for it develops.',

.but that does not lessen the hastorcal value of the fact that

.When Cyras H. McCormick had worked it out in his head
lip. -^heicamehere to build it and made a little shep on the east

r»fe of-the river within the present corporate limits of FairImont fihe center of his operations while he was rough hew-
I ing die machine and teaching the farmers thai they needed
fevv'fe eid- Fairmont ought to make more of the incident than

tpl' think, therefore, that a picture of an old McCorreaperought to be put in the corner of the sketch in
rsv;

' ;'d&ceenter of the flag which the derrick now occupies. That
done die Board of Affairs ought formally to adopt
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RAILROAD IMPROVEMENTS.

WlE quite agree with those members of die Chamber
I of Commerce who believe that it is quite proper
now to make an effort to get die milroad facilities

of this city improved,'but nothing will come of the efforts
unless two things are thoroughly understood by every one
.that the city' ought to know exactly what it wants in the
way of improvements, and that the problem is no longer
divided into two parts, separated by the^river. as in prewardays.
No matter what happens in railway ownership there

never will be a return to separate operation. Fairmont
- s i * .!

must Iearn to study its transportation problem, botn wiin 1

regard to passenger and freight traffic, on a basis of both jroads in one system. We know this will seem like an out- j

rage to some local business people, but these people had
better make up their minds to make the best of what seems

to them to be a bad situation. The advantages of joint
operation have been proved in the school of experience and
the American people are too practical ever to turn their
backs upon such a lesson.
And if we are to get anything done within the next year

the effort must Be directed against either the Railroad administrationitself or the director of the region in which the
Fairmont roads are included. This ought to be a relief to ;
Fairmont. Years of "fruitless working with the managementsof the individual roads have made most people- in
this city doubtful of the value of railroad promises. Perhapsif the case is properly prepared something more substantialthan promises may be secured from the present
directors of the roads.

o

SAFEGUARDING HEALTH.
I T is a pity every person in Fairmont could not hear the j

lecture on influenza, which Dr. Aaron Akin, of West j
Virginia University faculty, deliever yesterday at the j

High school to the teachers of the city schools. A somewhatextensive report of what Dr. Arkin said is printed this J
evening and we urge our readers to peruse it thoughtfully. J
We especially commend this report to the earnest atten- J

tion of the city authorities. It is a fact that a great deal j
of the sickenss which the people of this country suffer!
would not occur if the health laws were vigorously en-

forced. It is now recognized that municipal governments
have no more important function than the preservation of
the health of the public, and it is high time more attention
were paid to this duty in the city of Fairmont

o j
President Wilson has wirelessed his approval of SecretaryKedfield's suggestion that business advisers be

attached to American embassies and legations. Tbe
country too will approve. This is dollar diplomacy ot |
a kind the public will never have occasion to feel j
ashamed of.

o

The Times' Christmas fund is growing splendidly, but!
it is apparent that there is going to be need for every j
dollar the generous people of the county can give it this
year. Even Santa Claus finds that it takes twice as!

! much money now to attain a given result as it used to. j
o

The decision to postpone indefinitely the meeting of
the West Virginia State Educational association because
the health conditions at Wheeling are bad is to be regretted.It -was expected that the new school code
which will be offered for enactment by the coming sessionof the legislature would come up for discussion at
this meeting and that much valuable criticism by men^
and women who have given a life time study to educationalproblems would result. If it i- at all possible;
there should be some general conference of teachers to
consider the code as it has been framed by the commis-1

i sion before It is turned over to the not always tender;
mercies of a law making body that always knows more j
about petty politics than it does about school manage-'
ment. Practically the only way in which to secure the; j
enactment of the code as it was drafted is to build up
such a body of popular opinion behind it that the lawmakerswill not dare to tamper with it.

o. |The quick way la which representatives of the mine
operators and officers of the United Mine Workers arrivedat a complete understanding at their conference 5
in this city yesterday is evidence of a most gratifying 3
harmony in the territory covered by the Northern Wc:t 3
Virginia Coal Operators' assoclatoin. As long as this

prevailsboth mine workers and mine operators in this i
district will enjoy prosperous times even It there is a j
let down from the war time demand for coal.

o |Washington dispatches have it that a movement is:
on foot to bring about a continuation of the government I;

* supervision of food distribution and sale with the idea

| of checking the tendency to profiteering. This is bound
to come, but it might as well be recognized early that
not much of the experience of the Hoover regime will
prove of benefit in devising a system for controlling
prices. Mr. Hoover's chief aim was to reduce consumptionand prevent speculation. He did little or nothing
toward driving prices down to a fair level, and just
there is the big consideration right now. We have no

doubt, however that Mr. Hoover could offer some highly
valuable suggestions along that line if he were asked.

their heads do not been* heard from since November II.
Frank Mercer, son of Mr. and Mrs.

W\ O. Mercer, died at the home of his
a we needed nice parents here on Wedensday morning,
way we were hav- December 11, after an illness extendtime,but now that jng over the period o fone year. He
natter the weather took treatment at the City hospital at
t the finest kind. Morgantown last fall, then went to

* the Johns Hopkins hospial at Balticeconference do mere, where he seemed to be benehattoo? fited somewhat, but gave no promise
"
_ . ... of restoration to health, and but aj

e Russian muddle, short lease on life. His health began fto prove easy. to fail rapidly in the early summer,}* * his suffering being itnense at times,
haven t got that His malady was of a cancerous nagdone yet this is ture. He was aged 53 years, and
the time is getting leaves, beside his parents, two sisters,

Mrs. Nona Baker and Mrs. Nellie Gid*
_ ley. both of Morgantown. It will be

5 . °? j?® 5? recalled that his only brother. Guy
ne Aatoaisner. > jjercer, was killed in action in f'rance

*+.» t>~a and reoprted a few weeks ago. The
with the Red Cross funeral services were conducted by

, , Rev. George W. White on Friday
.

. _ ... __ morning. The W. O. W. of Morgantown,of which he was a member, also
mings. condntced services at the grave. Intermentwas made in the Dent's Run
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Virginia Henry. Mrs. W. O. Mercer,
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Returned Home.
Sirs.D. Saw lias returned from Cook

hospital There she had been a patient
for a few weeks. Mrs. Shaw's condi-
tion Is much improved and her many
friends are glad of her return.

\

Personals.
Mrs. Jnac Orr was shopping in FairmontThursday.
Miss Madge Lawsec was a shopper

in Fairmont.
Mr. and Mrs. Win. Fleming were in

Fairmont yesterday. I
Mrs. Cra Spragg was a Christmas j

« BeiwW
suu^yci w xauiuvtfk.

Mrs. Wn. Kerns was shopping in
Fairmont.

Miss Hallie Orr was a caller is Fair-
mont.

Mrs. Hoy Addis was an out of town
caller.

Mrs. Fleming, of Fleming's Cross
ins. was a cailer is "lonongah.

Mrs. Uarrv Bice and son, Fred, were
ont of town callers.

Sergeant Frank Ollvato was a so-1
cial caller in Fairmont.

Mrs. C. B. Hail was calling in Fairmont.
Jira Gregory was a business caller

in Fairmont.
Private Fred Cocliran was a social

caller iu Fairmont.
Private Jim Mike was in Fairmont

Tuesday.
Mr. alid Mrs. Howard Meredith were

social callers in Fairmont.
Mr. and Mrs. Aden Blocker were In

Fairmont attending the show.
Marvin Morris was a social caller

in Fairmont.
Bersiicl Smith was an out of town

caller.
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Honaker were so

cial callers in Fairmont.
Frank Futjua, B. & O. division operator;was in Aiocongah attending to

business at the B. & 0. station.
Miss Bernice Kling and John Mort

were Christmas shoppers in Fairmont
last evening.

Meade Post No. 6, Grand Army of
the Republic, was organized at Fairmonton December 18. 1SS1. by W. H.
Flick, department commander, assistedby H. V. Daniels. A A. G. and Capt.
E. G. Bartlett. of Lincoln Fost at Martinsburg.The following officers were

elected for the year of 1SS2: Thomas
A. Fleming, commander; Thomas M
Fleming, S. V. C.: James W. Shroyer.
J. V. C.; Simon F. Shore, adjutant;
Rufus K. Harr, quartermaster; Dr. J.
H. Brownfield. surgeon; Thomas C.
Miller, chaplain; R C. Dunnington.
O. D.; Sidney W. Satterfield, O G.;
Carles E. Watts, S. M.. and Eli Mas-
grave, Q. M. A. The post was organ-
ized with 22 members. |
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Many New
Things in j

Leather j
Pocket-books, purses

Cases for men, leather
noveities of various
kinds. Pine ideas and
in very clever qualities.
True leathers properly
dressed.

We COGuarantee
All Goods . ..TrueV

Who Woul(
I Suits

What to Give "Her"
There are certain gifts

at which a woman smiles
j and then drops in her
1uUi vucx uiayvci. cux*. jLVi

gets about. Those are
MOT the kind to give!
There are others that

The appreciates and uses
because they are practical
and useable. Those are the

I BEST gifts.'and they are
best bought at this store,

j \nd BEST bought MOW
j .before the last mi" e

I RUSH!

If It's Personal Gifts,
Things fcr One's Girl

Friends.Then
PkillippineHandEmbroideredUndcrThings!

Jjlgggfil Sheer. dainty
owns and envelope

j :i,«n*ise. Some just
1 . -'Tft scalloped and eyeSfejf J"*'lets while others

'ft 1 1" ire much more elabirateiyembroidered.

$2.75 to $4.75
J.ade in the great out-dcors by

! our little, brown adopted broth|crs and sisters over there in the
Philippine Islands.

_______

A Economical Gift
Manbeco Petticoats.

M>«Kohlo Sfllr flnrt f!nttOn com-

"in. Only
$3.25

-..re's Sense and
Sentiment in Buying: >

Gloves.

Poviding they are good gloves.
Courtney's Gloves are of the best
make known. Glace Kid.popular
2 clasp. In Tan. Brown, Champagne.Grey. Black. "White. Both
Self and contrasting stitchings.
No shcrtnge bere now.Priced

$2.25 to $3.75

Wise Persoi
Har

Speaking of things "movi
realize how fast gift-shop]
eating up our great host of
very day means we have to I
ones from reserve and from 1
dy shopprs are going to be d
And speaking of variety

want a fetter variety. As
Courtney's policy will guars
are Right.
RIGHT NOW.the stock is
ever shown.

ATTRACTING FIRST AT
The Wonderful Showing
Customers realize their except!

a glance.the heavy buying; is ami

fours Today! Many are buying them

XMAS FURS!
Plenty of the Finest

Quality.
See Our Announcement

of our
GRAND SHOWING
on Another Page.

Reliable Advertising C
' i

n

I - - - ill"
iTacsier mno oaaims uuuq piuw

ptly and carefully. Call ptaon* I
698-3.

Thomas-Caruso.
221 Meredith Street.

...

urtneys" Sto,
alues 108-110 Mair

In't Buy a IS
; at Such Pr
ClearawayofSi

the H<

Here is t
\ wi season to bi

1 1 v. Hfl Less than x

«Here are S

the first faj
son now at

Suits that
at $1S.50 to

- at $28-50 t<

V. Group Th
Y ing Suits

sold at $49

The ExtreraelyJLow Pi
From CHARGING or SE*
any SUIT DURING THIS

Clever Little Hats. '

For Immediate Wear.
Trimmed with F"»r Fabric and
smart little touches of embroid- 1

ery. Odd.different original and i

come in a number of colors. The t
Price is surprisingly little. t

$5.00

Gitt Waists ot
Georgette at

^ - Sk .

different styles.Some have
others are high neck mode!
course Colors are the Suits <

Beige, Grey, Copen, etc., as'
Without doubt the Best E

found anywhere. $4.75.
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Can Yon Use One of
These Attractive

NEW SWEATERS
Eitherfor yoorself or as a high- a

ly useful gift? An excellent as- v

sortment awaits your choosing.

The prices will prove pleasing.

$4.75 to $1250
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MARION TRANSFER J
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ay a New Winter^Srdt^^^H|
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